
EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL
COUNCIL 22 February 2018

ITEM 7 – PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The Council to receive the following Questions that have been submitted 
under notice in accordance with Standing Order 13.4(f)(i).  

The questions will be put to the Council at the meeting and associated 
responses will be given by the appropriate member of the Cabinet.  Once 
responses have been given there will be no debate.

Question 1 – from Jan Treacher 

The council have indicated that their budget for the coming year contains no 
provision for any grant to Alton Community Centre despite the fact that East 
Hampshire funding has previously covered a very large amount of the centre's 
running costs. I have here a petition of over 1000 Alton people who are horrified by 
this huge cut and we want to hear how the Centre, which is an indispensable 
resource for the people of Alton and beyond is expected to continue with such a 
large amount of funding being withdrawn. We further ask that the grant be 
maintained at last year's level with an increase to allow for inflation.

Question 2 – from Mrs Pat Lerew, Chairman of the Alton Community 
Association

Partnership funding.
 
1. Why was there so little notice given for the withdrawal of the funding? We 

knew there would be changes this year but to lose all out funding with only 2 
months notice was a tremendous blow.

2. Why does EHDC continue to say that they have been able to freeze the 
precept without affecting essential services. Are Community Centres not 
essential services when we administer services to many of the most 
vulnerable in our neighbourhoods.

3. I know you want to review the way you deliver partnership funding. Shouldn’t 
this have been done during the last financial year rather than completely cut 
the funding and then review?

4. Are you aware that the funding of the Alton Community Centre was £14,000 in 
2010, £9000 in 2013, and £6000 in 2015 and now nothing. How are we 
expected to deliver our services to the community when East Hants does 
nothing but look to cutting our grants.  Please look at this decision again and 
keep our funding going while you do so.

 

Question 3 – from Mr Roger Mullenger 



(Mr Mullenger is unable to attend the meeting and the question will be taken as read)

I have a question relating to item 11 on the agenda, "COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS 
DURING “PURDAH” ". Unfortunately I cannot attend, so would like this to be a written 
question.

This agenda item is as a result of a cabinet decision on 8th February and clarifies as far 
as is possible the existing rules.

Based on this agenda item, would the Daily Mail article with statements by Cllr Cowper 
be covered, since they were made during the election period of the Bell Hill by-election. 
The article contained statements which could be interpreted as containing items which 
may be disputed and controversial and which could affect the election process.


